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Why blog? 

• Get the word out, practice writing, and make 

new friends and colleagues 

 

• Offer a voice independent from mainstream 

media 

 

• Share your experiences, which are often 

unique for polar scientists 

 

• Academics: search committees are 

increasingly looking for evidence of outreach 

and impact beyond academia 



 

Getting started 



Blogging for other outlets 



 

Launching your own site 

www.cryopolitics.com 

Potential platforms: Wordpress, Medium, Tumblr… 



 

•Deeper historical and broader 

spatial perspectives 

 

• Interconnections between climate 

change, industrialization, and 

globalization 

 
•The view from the ground and the 

view from space 

Finding a niche for your blog 



FIELD NOTES 

FROM GREENLAND 

Special themes 



FIELD NOTES FROM RUSSIA 

Special themes 



 

Special themes 



Incorporating other media 

• Photography 

•Maps 

•Videos 

• Satellite imagery 

• Sounds/music 



Connecting 

your topic to 

people’s  

daily lives 

Making your blog relevant 



Making your blog relevant 

• If current events-

focused:  
• Stay on top of 

news 

 

• If science-focused: 
• Incorporate new 

scientific 

publications 

 

• If photography-

focused: 
• Use Instagram, 

Flickr, etc. 

 

 



Tips and tricks 

• Keyword search optimization and hashtags 
• Put keywords in title, image, and image alt 

descriptions. Keep titles <70 characters. 

 

• Photos 
• Use photos that are Creative Commons licensed 

– or better yet, your own. 

• Don’t name a photo “DSC109.jpg.” Name it 

“Greenland-supraglacial-lake.jpg.” 

• Resize photos to ideal resolution for fast viewing 

(ie 800x600 pixels – not 2000x1200). 

 
• Promote your blog on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, 

and in your signature 

• Use Tweetdeck to manage personal and 

professional Twitter accounts side-by-side. 



Writing for online audiences without blogging 



mbennett8@gmail.com 

 

 

www.cryopolitics.com 

Questions? Suggestions? 

@miageografia 


